l6o       OTHER    FORMS    OF    SERVITUDE
improvement in labour conditions, and the principal
cocoa firms still refrain from knowingly purchasing
cocoa of Portuguese origin. The despatch in ques-
tion from Mr. Hall Hall may be summed up in his
opening sentence :
" I have the honour to state that, in my humble opinion,
the present conditions under which native labour is
engaged for and employed in those islands are such as
to justify the purchase of cocoa from San Thome and
Principe by Messrs. Cadbury and other British firms." 1
" Messrs. Cadbury and other British firms " appa-
rently thought otherwise !
A later passage in this despatch gave some positive
information with regard to the death-rates on the
islands.
It is recognised by all students of native problems
and native labour that one of the most obvious and
most reliable tests of servile conditions is to be
found in the death-rate. In the despatch to which
I have referred, the British Consul stated that the
death-rate on the Portuguese plantations was 50 per
thousand, and he added the statement that " The
number of deaths is lamentable, but perhaps is not un-
like what is found to occur in other parts, where natives
are employed away from their own country " 2
Now 50 per thousand per annum, mentioned in
the previous paragraph, was serious enough, but it
seems unfortunate that, having given this feature
so much prominence in the despatch, attention was
1 Cmd. 8479, p. 66.                            2 Ibid. p. 67.